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Abstract Bulk Ba,Sr;_.Co,Fe;_,0;_s5 compositions
(BSCF) were synthesized by the solid-state reaction
method. The electrical conductivity of ceramic bars was
measured using a dc four-probe method as a function of
temperature in air up to 970 °C. All compositions showed
thermally activated p-type semi-conductivity up to ~450 °C
and then a transition to metal-like conductivity. The small-
polaron hopping p-type semi-conductivity depends on the
oxygen nonstoichiometry, which increases with increasing
temperature. Metal-like conductivity is attributed to the
overlap of the transition metal d-electron orbitals with the
oxygen p-orbitals. Strontium-rich compositions show
higher conductivity. The Co/Fe ratio does not influence
much the p-type semi-conduction. Iron-rich compositions
revealed more metal-like conduction behavior. The degree
of overlap between transition metal d-orbitals and oxygen
p-orbitals depends on the Ba/Sr as well as on the Co/Fe
ratios.
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Introduction

The solid oxide fuel cell (SOFC) is an electrochemical
device that converts chemical energy directly into electric-
ity using hydrocarbon fuel and oxygen at high temperatures
[1]. Perovskite-type materials exhibit good oxygen catalytic
activity and high mixed ionic-electronic conductivity.
Materials like lanthanum manganite [2], lanthanum cobalt-
ite [3], strontium-doped lanthanum manganite [4],
strontium- and cobalt-doped lanthanum ferrite [5, 6], and
strontium-doped samarium cobaltite [7] have been widely
studied as SOFC cathodes as well as for catalysis [8]. In
addition, Bag 5Sr5Cog gFey,03_s was reported first in 2000
as an oxygen permeation membrane material [9] by Shao et
al., who also reported Bag 3Srg7Cog gFep203_s to exhibit the
highest oxygen permeability in the Ba,Sr;_CoggFep,03_5
family [10]. This composition was reported as a possible
novel high-performance cathode material with low polariza-
tion resistance in the intermediate temperature range 500—
700 °C [11].

Different researchers have reported in recent years the
electrical conductivity of Bay 5Sr 5Cog gFep 203, i.e., Jiang
et al. observed a maximum of conductivity to occur around
470 °C both on heating and cooling, which was related to the
oxygen nonstoichiometry changes with temperature [12]. Li
et al. found the electrical conductivity to reach over 300 S/
cm in the temperature range 500-800 °C [13]. Wei et al.
reported the electrical conductivity as a function of temper-
ature in both air and nitrogen atmospheres and observed that
the material behaves differently above 450 °C depending on
the ambient gas atmosphere. In air the electrical conductivity
starts to decrease slowly upon further heating, while in
nitrogen it keeps on increasing up to 900 °C [14]. Ge et al.
investigated the electrical conductivity of A-site and B-site
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deficient (Bao'SSro,s)l_x(Coo_gFeo,z)l_y03,5. They found
the electrical conductivity to decrease with increasing cation
deficiency on both sites for x=0-0.15 [15] and y=0-0.17
[16], respectively. Several publications report on the electri-
cal conductivity of the entire Ba,Sr;_Co,Fe;_,03_5
(BSCF) system in order to obtain a better understanding
of relations between the electrical properties and the
stoichiometries. Zeng et al. reported that barium-free
SrCog gFep,03_s exhibits a higher electrical conductivity
than Bag 55t 5sCo¢ gFep203_s [17], and Wei et al. observed
the electrical conductivity of Ba,Sr;_CoggFeg,03_5 (x=
0.3-0.7) to decrease with increased Ba doping [18]. Chen et
al. studied the influence of the Co/Fe ratio on the electrical
conductivity of BagsSrosCo;_,Fe,03_5 (3y=0.0-1.0) in
oxygen, air, and argon atmospheres. Their data revealed an
increased p-type conductivity with increasing Co content
[19]. Zhao et al. studied the electrical conductivity of eight
compositions of the Ba,Sr;_Co,Fe;_,0;_s system in the
temperature range 300-800 °C in air [20] and observed that
BSCF samples with increasing Ba or Co contents exhibit a
decreasing electrical conductivity.

Although the electrical conductivity of several composi-
tions in the BSCF system was investigated in detail, a
thorough understanding of the conduction mechanism and
defect chemistry has not yet been reported for different Ba to
Sr and Co to Fe ratios. In this work Ba,Sr_.Co,Fe;_,03_5
compositions with x=0.2, 0.4, 0.5, and 0.6 and y=0.2, 0.4,
0.6, and 0.8 were synthesized, and the electrical conductivity
of bulk polycrystalline samples and relative oxygen stoichi-
ometry changes were investigated in air from room
temperature to 970 °C in order to understand the conduction
mechanism of the non-stoichiometric perovskites
BaxSrl,xCoyFel,yO3,5.

Experimental

The BSCF powders were synthesized by the solid-state
reaction method as described in detail in a previous
publication [21] in which the phase relations were reported
as well. The finely ground green powders were calcined for
6 h at 1,000 °C in air. The calcined powders were planetary
milled and ground. The crystalline phase of the calcined
powder was identified by means of X-ray diffraction (XRD).
Powder samples were scanned from 10° to 90° with a step
size of 0.02° at a scanning speed of 15 s/step for 20 in a
Siemens Bruker X-ray Diffractometer with a Cu— K,
monochromator. Thermogravimetric measurements were
performed using a NETZSCH STA 449 C thermobalance
by cycling twice the samples in the temperature range 100—
1,000 °C at a rate of 1 °C/min in synthetic air atmosphere.
The resulting mass change was calibrated by taking an
empty alumina crucible as a reference in the same
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temperature range and the same synthetic air atmosphere.
Calcined powders were uniaxially pressed to shape bulk
specimen bars of 55x5x2.5 mm’. These green bars were
cold iso-statically pressed for 3 min at a pressure of
283 MPa. They were sintered at 1,100 °C for 6 h in air.
For density measurements, the sintered bulk specimens were
weighed in deionized water (0.9968 g/em®, 26 °C) for
determining their Archimedes density. For each composition,
more than three samples were measured and the mean value
including one standard deviation as error is given in Table 1.
A dc four-probe method was used to measure the resistance
of the specimen bars. Platinum wires were used as electrodes
and were glued onto the sample with a platinum-containing
conductive paste for a better contact. The samples were
heated in a tubular furnace with ramp rates of 0.1, 1, and
10 °C/min from room temperature up to 970 °C with twice
thermal cycling in air. Sintered bulk specimens were
polished with a fine diamond polishing pad on cross-
sections for microstructural characterization with scanning
electron microscopy (Leo 1530). A Seebeck effect qualita-
tive test was performed on a sintered $=25 mm, 5-mm thick
pellet, with two probes on both sides of the pellet. The
voltage bias was measured between the hot probe (25-400 °
C) and the room-temperature probe in air.

Results
Powder crystalline phase and bulk density

Calcined powders at 1,000 °C of Ba,Sr;_Co,Fe;_,03_5
(x=0.2, 0.4, 0.5, and 0.6 and y=0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8)
represent pure cubic perovskites. Their lattice parameters
were reported in previous work [21]. The lattice parameters
increase with increasing barium content and slightly
increase with replacing iron by cobalt. This is reasonable
for the A-site doping, because the larger barium cations
(rga+ = 1.61 A, rgpr = 1.44 A, for coordination number
12 [22]) increase the unit cell. While doping with cobalt on
the B-site caused a slight expansion of the unit cell, this is
in contrast to the ratio of the ionic radii of iron and cobalt
ions, because the iron cation is always larger than the cobalt
cation for the same condition including the coordination,
the valence state, and the spin state [22]. We also have
synthesized the composition x=0.8 with y=0.8. However,
this sample showed a hexagonal phase besides a cubic
phase [21]. We will report about this material’s properties
separately as the material undergoes a reversible phase
change upon thermal cycling between room temperature
and 1,000 °C.

The sintered bulk ceramics have closed pores with sizes
of a few microns, i.e., from 1 to 10 um (Fig. 1). The
Archimedes densities p, of sintered bulk specimens are
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Table 1 The Archimedes density ppuy (g/cm?), the theoretical density pgeo (g/cm?), and the volume density p, (%) of BSCF compositions

Ba,Sr;_,CopsFep203s

Ba0,5 Sr0‘5CoyFel,yO3 -5

Poulk Ptheo Pv Poulk Ptheo Pv
x=0.2 4.9204+0.0327 5.7550 88.35+0.78% y=0.2 5.1867+0.0335 5.8533 89.26+1.28%
x=0.4 4.9393+0.0207 5.7342 86.99+2.93% y=0.4 5.0700+0.1565 5.8477 90.26+1.51%
x=0.6 4.9030+0.1205 5.8391 81.86+3.64% y=0.6 4.9572+0.0100 5.8244 89.98+0.88%
y=0.8 4.9348+0.0930 5.8013 90.79+0.96%

listed in Table 1. The volume density of sintered samples
was estimated by considering the porosity, which was
determined on cross-sections of the specimens by optical
microscopy using the linear intercept method for the pores
by a software Lince from TU Darmstadt, Germany (see
Table 1).

Kinetics of electrical conductivity by thermal cycling

The electrical conductivity was measured at different
heating rates in order to evaluate the conditions for
equilibrium values. The electrical conductivity of a sintered
specimen bar BagsSrg5CopgFep,03-s (17.1%x4.6x
2.3 mm3) was, therefore, measured using three different
ramp rates, i.e., 10 (Fig. 2a), 1, and 0.1 °C/min (Fig. 2b). At
a rate of 10 °C/min large hysteresis of the electrical
conductivity as a function of temperature was observed,
especially above 450 °C, whereas the slower rate of 0.1 °C/
min resulted in much smaller hysteresis. This indicates that
the BSCF materials attain an equilibrium state very slowly.
Therefore, the electrical conductivity measurements as a
function of temperature were performed at a relatively low
temperature rate, i.e., 1°C/min, in order to approach
equilibrium for the oxygen stoichiometry and the electrical
conductivity. In the following, the electrical conductivity

Fig. 1 Microstructure of a polished cross-section of one representa-
tive composition Bag s5Sry5Cog¢Fep403_s, sintering treatment is
heating at 1,100 °C for 6 h in air

data are the cooling curve data of the second cycle in the
temperature range 85-970 °C for all compositions in order
to have a consistent comparison at a cooling rate of 1 °C/
min for the equilibrium electrical conductivity.

Electrical conductivity

The temperature-dependence of the electrical conductivity
of BaxSrl_xCOO.gFe0'203_5 and of Ba0,5 Sr0,5CoyFe1_yO3_5
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Fig. 2 The electrical conductivity of a BagsSrgsCogsFeg205-s
sintered bulk specimen bar in ambient air during heating and cooling
cycles with a rate of a 10 °C/min and b 0.1 °C/min
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Fig. 3 The Arrhenius plots of the electrical conductivity of a
Ba,Sr;_CogsFep203-s (x=0.2, 0.4, and 0.6) and b
Bay 5Srg5Co,Fe;_,03_5 (¥=0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8) in air. Lines are
visual guides for the eyes. The electrical conductivity of ¢

is presented in Fig. 3a—d, respectively. From room
temperature up to 450 °C p-type semi-conductivity [19] is
observed. This p-type conductivity was proved by the
qualitative Seebeck test revealing the charge carriers to be
holes. For higher temperatures there exists a deviation from
semi-conductivity (x=0.6 and y=0.8) and in most samples,
even a metal-like conductivity from 450 to 900 °C.
Bay»Sr9 5C00 3Fe920;3_5 exhibits with 0=1.46x10* S/m
at 450 °C a maximum electrical conductivity of all
Ba,Sr;_CoggFep,0;3_5 (x=0.2, 0.4, 0.5, and 0.6) compo-
sitions. Strontium-rich compositions have higher electrical
conductivity than barium-rich compositions in the whole
temperature range from room temperature to 970 °C. This
is in agreement with the literature [18, 20]. The strontium-
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Bay 5Srg5Co,Fe;_,03_5 (¥=0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8) as a function of
temperature in air

rich compositions also have a stronger metal-like conduc-
tion behavior above the transition temperature than the
barium-rich compositions. Bag 5Sry5CoggFep203_s exhib-
its with 0=3.9x10? S/m at 505 °C the maximum electrical
conductivity of all BagsSrgsCo,Fe;_,03_5 (=02, 0.4,
0.6, 0.8) compositions. Iron-rich compositions have higher
electrical conductivity below the transition temperature and
a stronger metal-like conduction behavior above the
transition temperature than the cobalt-rich compositions.
The electrical conductivity is shown in Arrhenius plots in
Fig. 3a, b. There are two kinds of charge carriers in these
materials, holes and oxygen vacancies [23]. Because the
mobility of oxygen ions is much lower than that of the
electron holes, it can be assumed that the measured electrical
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conductivities represent only the electronic conductivity. The
temperature-dependent electrical conductivity of the transi-
tion metal containing perovskites can be described by a
small-polaron hopping mechanism expressed by Eq. 1:

o~ (ool )

where E, is the activation energy, k is the Boltzmann
constant, 7 is the absolute temperature, 4 is a characteristic
parameter for the specific material, and o is the electrical
conductivity in the unit of S/m [24-29]. We can
distinguish a rather linear part of the InoT versus 1/T
curves from room temperature to 240 °C and a deviation
from the linear behavior above 240 °C. For temperatures
up to 240 °C the activation energies, denoted as E,, are
listed in Table 2. We find activation energies from 0.22 to
0.42 eV (corresponding to 2141 kJ/mol) which is in good
agreement with earlier findings by Wei et al. [18]. Sr-rich
compositions have lower activation energies than Ba-rich
ones, and Fe-rich compositions have lower activation
energies than Co-rich ones. In this temperature regime up
to 240 °C we do not observe any weight loss due to
oxygen desorption as shown in Fig. 4. Above 240 °C we
find that the activation energies denoted as E,, being
smaller than those in the region (i). In this temperature
regime, we observe weight loss starting at 240 °C due to
oxygen desorption as shown in Fig. 4, the oxygen loss
causes a decrease in the number of electronic charge
carriers as will be discussed later.

From 450 to 900 °C, we observe a deviation from
semi-conducting behavior. The transition temperature
from semi-conductivity to metal-like conductivity of
Ba,Sr;_,CogsFep,05_s is between 410 and 490 °C. It is
slightly lower for Sr-rich compositions. For the Ba/Sr=1
samples, the transition temperature is between 450 and
550 °C. The observed transitions from semi-conductivity
to metal-like conductivity are not due to a phase transition,
as the phase stability was investigated by previous in situ
high-temperature XRD characterizations of the same

Table 2 The activation energies £,,; (below 240 °C) and E,, (240 °C—
transition temperature; unit, eV) calculated from the electrical conduc-
tivity data using a small-polaron hopping model

Eq (eV) Eyp (eV)
Bag 5Srp.5Cop2Fep 3035 0.30 0.24
Bay 5Sr0.5C00.4Fe0.603-5 0.34 0.28
Bay 5Sr9.5Co0.6Fe0.403-5 0.38 0.30
Bay 5Sr9.5Coo.sFe0 2035 0.42 0.34
Bag2SrpsCopsFep 2055 0.22 0.12
Bag 4Sr9.6Coo sFep 2055 0.41 0.28
Bag Sr9.4Cop sFep 2055 0.42 0.33

material, i.e., BagsSrpsCoggFep,05_s, and the cubic
phase was found in the temperature regime from room
temperature to 1,000 °C in air [21, 30, 31].

Upon heating the specimens loose oxygen even in air.
The oxygen content 3—§ of the BagsSrgsCo,Fe;_,03_5
materials as a function of temperature was measured by
recording the mass change of the powder samples by the
thermogravimetric method and the results are shown in
Fig. 4. The starting reference value of 3—9 was normalized
as 3.0 in order to have a relative comparison of the change
of the oxygen content as a function of temperature. BSCF
materials exhibit reversible oxygen loss and pick-up
characteristics during heating and cooling cycles at a rate
of 1 °C/min. In Fig. 4, the oxygen loss starts at 240 °C in
accordance with reported data [14]. In the high-temperature
range 600-1,000 °C, the oxygen loss is smaller than at
temperatures below 600 °C. The change of oxygen content
in Bag 581y sCo,Fe;_,0;3_5 (vy=0.2-0.8) in different temper-
ature regions is shown as a function of the cobalt content
(Fig. 5). It decreases with increasing Co content, except for
Baj5SrgsCoggFep203-_5, as the oxygen nonstoichiometry
in this composition is slightly higher than that in the
composition x=0.5 with y=0.6. Iron-rich compositions
have higher oxygen loss than cobalt-rich compositions.
This is correlated with the stronger metal-like conductivity
at high temperatures as will be discussed later.

Defect chemistry

In the ideal ABO; perovskite materials, we assume that the
Ba and Sr ions are on the A sites, Fe and Co ions are on the
B-sites, and that the transition metal ions are in a tetravalent
state: A2+B4+O§’ based on the charge neutrality rule. In
(Ba,Sr;—,) (Co,Fe;—,)Os, the A’ and A" ions have fixed

30 F  RRREREN © Ba Sr Co Fe O
v 0.5 05 0.2 0.8 3-0

Ba Sr Co Fe O_ .

0.5 05 0.4 0.6 3-0

O Ba Sr Co Fe O_ .

0.5 05 0.6 04 3-0

v Ba Sr Co Fe O_.

05 05 0.8 0.2 3-0

29

3-0

28 -

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100

Temperature [°C]

Fig. 4 Oxygen content as a function of temperature for the powder
specimens Bag sSro.sCo,Fe;_,03_s (¥=0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8) in
synthetic air atmosphere
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Fig. 5 Oxygen nonstoichiometry as a function of cobalt content in
Bag 5Srg5Co,Fe;, 035 (y=0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8). Lines are visual
guides for the eyes

valence states of +2. Now, we use the Kroger—Vink defect
notation to illustrate the deviations from stoichiometry.
Upon heating, the sample looses oxygen and the oxygen
nonstoichiometry is then expressed by:

0y +2h° & %Oz(g) T4V (2)

Oxygen vacancies (V") with an effective charge +2¢ are
introduced into the lattice and holes (4*) are consumed. In
addition, the transition metal cations are reduced, as
presented by the following lattice reactions:

Cop, < Cog, +h* (3)
Fel, © Fey, +h° (4)

Upon this reduction of the cations, holes (/4°) are created.
As the measured oxygen loss, when heating the materials
(as shown in Fig. 4) has to be attributed to the formation of
oxygen vacancies and the simultaneously occurring reduc-
tion of Fe and Co, we can write Egs. 3 and 4 together with
Eq. 2 as follows:

! 1
2Co%, +0F < 2Co, + V3 + 702(e) 1 (5)
! 1
2Fef, + Oy < 2Feg, + V3 +§Oz(g)T (6)

BSCF compositions at room temperature contain oxygen
vacancies (V) and holes (#°) [32]. Upon heating beyond
240 °C, the material looses oxygen and the concentration of
oxygen vacancies increases while at the same time the
concentration of electron holes, responsible for the p-type
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semi-conductivity, are consumed by lattice reaction 2. At
the same time, the reduction of the transition metal cations
occurs (Egs. 3 and 4) and creates new holes (4*). Their
effective charges are compensated by the charges of the
oxygen ion vacancies.

At higher temperatures (>900 °C) the following lattice
reaction might become important, i.e.,

Cog, & Coly +h° (7)

The further reduction of Co®" to Co*" produces electron
hole carriers. Therefore, at high temperatures, Egs. 2, 3, 4,
and 7 may represent the lattice reactions of oxygen vacancy
generation, transition metal cation reduction, and electron
hole consumption and generation.

Discussion of electrical conductivity

From room temperature to 240 °C, the BSCF materials exhibit
p-type semi-conductivity and have already a high oxygen
nonstoichiometry [32], e.g., BagsSrgsCopsFep03_s, is
already oxygen deficient at room temperature with 3—0=
2.39 after [32]. With the fixed valence states of 2+ for Ba
and Sr it follows then an average valence state of B-site
cations of 2.78+ at room temperature. These multi-valence
states [33] of the transition metal cations on the B-sites form
the basis of small-polaron hopping between the B-O-B
bonds and hence the observed semi-conductivity as further
described in [33, 34] by Harvey et al.

From 240 to 450 °C, the oxygen desorption starts and
the material becomes more oxygen deficient. Therefore,
oxygen vacancies are generated in the lattice according to
the lattice reaction 2 and further reduction of the transition
metal cations occurs while the consumption of electron
holes occurs as well. This leads to the situation, that two
charge states exist, one between Fe*" and Fe'* and one
between Fe®" and Fe** [33]. After [33] the highest starting
oxidation state of Co is close to Co>". Co reduces then to a
2+ state at temperatures higher than 900 °C [33] according
to the lattice reaction 7. Arnold et al. have studied the
temperature-dependent local charge disproportionation in
the (BagsSrg5)(CopgFep,)0;_s material by in situ EELS
measurements [35]. They found that the valence of Co
changes from 2.6+ at room temperature to 2.2+ at 500 °C
and with further heating, they found no valence change any
more for Co. Similarly, they found the valence of Fe to
change from 3.0+ at room temperature to 2.8+ at 500 °C
and no further valence change is observed for Fe at higher
temperatures in their study.

From the transition temperature, i.e., 450 °C, up to
970 °C some of BSCF materials show metal-like
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conductivity (see Fig. 3c, d), i.e., a decreased conduc-
tivity with increasing temperature. This was also ob-
served for the cobalt- and iron-containing systems
Sri_.CecFe;_,Co,03_5 [36] and La;_,Sr,CoO3 [37]. The
small-polaron hopping model is not able to explain this
electrical conductivity behavior in this temperature
regime. In transition metal containing perovskites, the d-
electrons experience two competing forces: (1) coulombic
repulsion tends to localize the individual d-electrons at
atomic lattice sites at lower temperatures and (2)
hybridization with oxygen p electron states tends to
delocalize the electrons [38] at higher temperatures. As
a consequence of the latter, the #,, orbitals of the
transition metal ions and the p, orbitals of the oxygen
ions start to overlap due to the reduced oxidation state of
the transition metal cations with increasing temperatures
above 450 °C. This generates a state of delocalized
charge carriers, as it was pointed out already earlier [39].
These delocalized charge carriers dominate the electrical
conductivity of the BSCF materials at high temperatures
(>450 °C) resulting in metal-like conductivity. In addi-
tion, as we have introduced oxygen vacancies upon
heating these vacancies might act as scattering centers
for the charge carriers reducing their mobility. This is
particularly expressed stronger for the Fe-rich composi-
tions than for the Co-rich ones (see Figs. 3d and 4). This
can be rationalized as follows:

In the cubic perovskite ABO3, there are three collinear —
0O-B-0O-B-O- chains along the principal directions x, y, and
z. These chains form the conduction pathways for the
electron holes. The most important fact for metal-like
conduction is the overlap of the transition metal d-orbitals
(t2¢) and oxygen p, orbitals, i.e., —B,, — O, — By,,— [39].
The attractive potential between B and O in neighboring B—
O pairs is higher than that of A and O in the A—O pairs. An
increasing attractive lattice potential U o f;Zg leads to a
stronger overlap between f,, orbitals of the B ions and p,
orbitals of the O ions along the x, y, and z directions forming
wider conduction bands. Hence, wider and continuous
equipotential passages through —O-B—O-B-O- chains are
formed and being expanded for the partially filled d-orbitals
of the B ions, resulting in metal-like conduction in ABO;3. If
the B ion is partially replaced by a different transition metal
ion B* the conduction pathways change into -O-B-O-B*—
O- chains and this leads to a modification of the flat
potential, i.e., charge carrier trapping potential (Nakamura,
private communication). For A(B;_,B*,)O; compositions the
metal-like conductivity can break at lower temperatures and
semi-conductivity may appear when the B and B* ions are
distributed at random (Nakamura, private communication).
In the case of a deviation from oxygen stoichiometry, oxygen
vacancies are introduced into the lattice at the expense of two
electron holes and can act as scattering centers for holes.

The flat equipotential is then further modified, i.e.,
-0-B-0-B*—[I/$'] —-B—0—B*—-0—. It is as-
sumed that in a comparison with scattering mechanisms in
traditional semi-conductors, like Si and GaAs, (1) lattice
scattering involving collisions with thermally agitated lattice
atoms/ions and (2) ionized impurity (i.e., donor-site and/or
acceptor-site) scattering can occur. In the cubic perovskites,
(A}_,A)) (B/lj)B/y’) (V5] 5035, ionized impurity scattering
will occur. Here, the oxygen vacancies play the role of
impurity scattering centers, because they have an effective
positive charge like the electron holes. Their concentration
increases with increasing temperature, due to the increase in
the deviation from stoichiometry. Therefore, a decreased
electrical conductivity with increasing temperature, i.e.,
metal-like conductivity was found in BSCF materials at high
temperatures.

The previous discussion is valid at higher temper-
atures (>450 °C) for all compositions, except for the one
with x=0.5 and y=0.8, the Co richest one. In this material,
we observed after the decreasing conductivity between
450 and 800 °C another increase with temperature up to
970 °C. This is again semi-conductivity behavior. Accord-
ing to Eq. 7, Co gets reduced from the valence state of 3+
towards 2+, as also found in a similar composition by
Harvey et al. [33]. This is in accordance with the weight
loss data for temperatures higher than 800 °C in Fig. 4 as
well.

Summary and conclusions

The Ba,Sr;_,Co,Fe;_,03_5 compositions show thermally
activated p-type semi-conductivity up to 450 °C with the
highest value up to 1.46x10* S/m. The electrical conduc-
tivity of the BSCF materials exhibits a transition from
semi-conductivity to metal-like conductivity from room
temperature up to 970 °C in air. Strontium-rich composi-
tions exhibit higher electrical conductivity with lower
activation energy than barium-rich compositions. Iron-rich
compositions have stronger metal-like conductivity be-
havior and lower activation energy than cobalt-rich
compositions. The semi-conductivity is explained by a
small-polaron hopping mechanism. The metal-like con-
ductivity is attributed to the overlap of transition metal d-
orbitals and oxygen p-orbitals at high temperatures, i.e.,
above 450 °C, and the role of oxygen vacancies as
impurity scattering centers being most pronounced for
the compositions rich in Fe and rich in Sr.
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